E L ECTI ONS This circular was prepared by the Chief Electoral Officer to assist you in understanding the rules regarding political
contributions as it relates to the provision of a hospitality suite by someone other than a registered party, electoral district

NOVA SCOTIA association, candidate or registered third party and sets out Elections Nova Scotia’s current interpretation of the Elections
Act (the “Act”) and is issued to assist the public in understanding the Act.

Elections Nova Scotia Circular 1201

Elections Nova Scotia considers the provision of free food and drinks at a registered party,
electoral district association, candidate or registered third party event to be the same as
donating property and this is a contribution. A corporation, partnership or trade union may not
provide a contribution to a registered party, electoral district association, candidate or registered
third party and therefore, a registered party, electoral district association, candidate or
registered third party may not accept free food and drinks from a corporation, partnership or
trade union as this is contrary to the contribution rules outlined in the Act.

Background:

Who May Make a Contribution to a Registered Party, Electoral District Association,
Candidate or Registered Third Party?

An individual resident in the Province may make a contribution to one or more registered
parties, electoral district associations, candidates or registered third parties.
Reference: subsection 236 (1) of the Act.

No organization shall make a contribution to a registered party, electoral district association,
candidate or registered third party.
Reference: subsection 236(5) of the Act.

The Act defines ‘organization’ as, “a corporation, partnership or trade union”.
Reference: subsection 166(p) of the Act.

The Act goes on to define ‘trade union’ as, “a certified bargaining agent as defined in the Trade
Union Act or a labour organization representing workers in the Province”.
Reference: subsection 166(v) of the Act.

Therefore, no corporation, partnership or trade union shall make a contribution to a registered
party, electoral district association, candidate or registered third party.

The views expressed in this information sheet are not law and are not intended to replace the official text of the Act. How the Act
applies to any particular case will depend on the individual circumstances of that case. Elections Nova Scotia reserves the right to
reconsider any interpretations expressed in information sheets, either generally or in light of the actual circumstances of any case,
and in accordance with continuing legislative and judicial developments.



2 Elections Nova Scotia Circular 1201

Is Providing Free Food and Drinks at a Registered Party, Electoral District Association,
Candidate or Registered Third Party Event a Contribution?

Elections Nova Scotia considers the provision of free food and drinks at a registered party,
electoral district association, candidate or registered third party event to be the same as
donating property and this is a contribution.

The Act defines ‘contributions’ as:

166(d) “contributions” means services, money or other property donated to a registered party,
electoral district association, candidate or registered third party or an individual acting on behalf
of a registered party, electoral district association, candidate or registered third party to support
the political purposes of a registered party, electoral district association, candidate or registered
third party, but does not include ...

The Act goes on to clarify who may be exempted from the provisions in subsection 166(d):

245 For greater certainty, the exemptions to the definition of contributions in clause 166(d) are
available only to an individual eligible to make a contribution under this Act.

May a Registered Party, Electoral District Association, Candidate or Registered Third
Party Accept Free Food and Drinks From a Corporation, Partnership or Trade Union?

As was explained above, the provision of free food and drinks is considered a contribution. A
corporation, partnership or trade union may not provide a contribution to a registered party,
electoral district association, candidate or registered third party and therefore, a registered
party, electoral district association, candidate or registered third party may not accept free food
and drinks from a corporation, partnership or trade union as this is contrary to the contribution
rules outlined in the Act.

Information for Official Agents

The responsibilities and duties of official agents have changed. Official agents should review the
contribution rules that apply to political contributions by individuals, corporations, partnerships
and trade unions.

If you have any questions regarding the contents of this circular, please contact:

)‘(_ ELECTIONS
NOVA SCOTIA

P.O. Box 2246

Halifax, Nova Scotia

B3J 3C8

Phone: (902) 424-8584

Toll Free: 1-800-565-1504
E-mail: elections@gov.ns.ca

The views expressed in this information sheet are not law and are not intended to replace the official text of the Act. How the Act
applies to any particular case will depend on the individual circumstances of that case. Elections Nova Scotia reserves the right to
reconsider any interpretations expressed in information sheets, either generally or in light of the actual circumstances of any case,
and in accordance with continuing legislative and judicial developments.



