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+RQ��.HYLQ�6��0XUSK\

“It all comes down to 
taking ownership of 
your situation.” 

ĥ�.HYLQ�0XUSK\

Letter from the Speaker

$V�6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�1RYD�6FRWLD�+RXVH�RI�
$VVHPEO\��,�ZDV�YHU\�SOHDVHG�WR�KRVW��DQG�
FRĥSUHVHQW�)RUXP���DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�+DOLID[�
5HJLRQDO�0XQLFLSDOLW\�0D\RU¶V�Rɷ��FH��DQG�WKH�
1RYD�6FRWLD�'LVDEOHG�3HUVRQV�&RPPLVVLRQ�DW�
WKH�1RYD�6FRWLD�/HJLVODWXUH�RQ�0D\����������

$OPRVW����GHOHJDWHV�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ�SDQHO�
GLVFXVVLRQV�DQG�LQWHUDFWLYH�VHVVLRQV�FHQWUHG�
RQ�WKH�WRSLF�RI�KRZ�WR�LQVSLUH�1RYD�6FRWLDQV�
OLYLQJ�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�
SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�DQG�GHPRFUDF\���

7KH�RQH�GD\�VHPLQDU�ZDV�DWWHQGHG�E\�PDQ\�
1RYD�6FRWLDQV�OLYLQJ�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��WKH�
OHDGHUV�RI�DOO�WKUHH�PDLQVWUHDP�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�
LQ�1RYD�6FRWLD�DV�ZHOO�DV�PDQ\�RWKHU�HOHFWHG�
Rɷ��FLDOV�IURP�GLɱ�HUHQW�OHYHOV�RI�JRYHUQPHQW���
$PRQJ�WKH�NH\�OHDUQLQJV�ZDV�WKH�PDQ\�P\WKV�
WKDW�H[LVW�DERXW�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�
WKH�PDQ\�P\WKV�DQG�PLVXQGHUVWDQGLQJV�WKDW�
H[LVW�VXUURXQGLQJ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�V\VWHP�DQG�
GHPRFUDF\�DV�ZH�NQRZ�LW�LQ�1RYD�6FRWLD�

$V�6SHDNHU��,�DP�FRPPLWWHG�WR�D�SURFHVV�
RI�HQJDJHPHQW�DQG�HGXFDWLRQ�DV�ZH�ZRUN�
FROOHFWLYHO\�WR�GLYHUVLI\�RXU�SROLWLFDO�
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�WR�LQFOXGH�PRUH�SHRSOH�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�QRW�RQO\�KHUH�LQ�1RYD�6FRWLD��
EXW�QDWLRQDOO\�LQ�&DQDGD�YLD�WKH�&DQDGLDQ�
3DUOLDPHQWDU\�$VVRFLDWLRQ��DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�
YLD�WKH�&RPPRQZHDOWK�3DUOLDPHQWDU\�
$VVRFLDWLRQ�DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�1DWLRQV�

&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�WR�DOO�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�
LQDXJXUDO�)RUXP����DQG�,�ORRN�IRUZDUG�
WR�SODQQLQJ�DQG�FRQWULEXWLQJ�WR�WKH�QH[W�
)RUXP���

5HVSHFWIXOO\�

6SHDNHU��1RYD�6FRWLD�+RXVH�RI�$VVHPEO\
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Introduction

ABOUT

,QVSLUHG�E\�$UWLFOH����RI�WKH�81�&RQYHQWLRQ�
RQ�WKH�5LJKWV�RI�3HUVRQV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV�
Ī&53'ī��WKLV�RQHĥGD\�HYHQW�EURXJKW�WRJHWKHU�
SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZKR�KDYH�EHHQ�
LQYROYHG�LQ�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�SXEOLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�
OLIH��DV�ZHOO�DV�LQWHUHVWHG�VWDNHKROGHUV��SROLF\�
PDNHUV�DQG�RWKHUV��WR�FRQVLGHU�ZD\V�WR�
LPSURYH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�UDWHV�LQ�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�
SXEOLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�OLIH��

7KH�HYHQW�SURYLGHG�D�IRUXP�IRU�ZKLFK�SHUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�FRXOG�UHOD\�WKH�LVVXHV��EDUULHUV�
DQG�SRWHQWLDO�VROXWLRQV�IRU�JHWWLQJ�LQYROYHG�
LQ�SXEOLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�OLIH��7KHVH�LVVXHV��
EDUULHUV�DQG�VROXWLRQV�ZHUH�UHFRUGHG�WR�LQIRUP�
)RUXP���RUJDQL]HUV�RQ�ZKDW�WRSLFV�VKRXOG�EH�
DGGUHVVHG�LQ�WKH�UHVHDUFK�DQG�IXUWKHU�ZRUN�
LQYROYHG�ZLWK�WKH�QH[W�VWHSV�RI�)RUXP�����

7KH�HYHQW�DOVR�SURYLGHG�DQ�DYHQXH�IRU�WKRVH�
LQYROYHG�LQ�WKH�RYHUDOO�)RUXP���SURMHFW�WR�
UHOD\�WR�SDUWLFLSDQWV�ZKDW�ZRUN�KDV�KDSSHQHG�
ORFDOO\�DQG�LQWHUQDWLRQDOO\�WR�GDWH��DQG�KRZ�
WKLV�HYHQW�ZLOO�LQIRUP�IXUWKHU�ZRUN�LQ�WKLV�
DUHD���

OBJECTIVES

7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�HYHQW�ZDV�WZRĥIROG�

•� 7R�UHOD\�WR�WKH�SXEOLF�ĪSHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�ZKR�DUH�LQWHUHVWHG�LQ�WKLV�
HQGHDYRUī�WKH�SURJUHVV�RI�FXUUHQW�SURMHFWV�
UHODWHG�WR�WKLV�LQLWLDWLYH��ERWK�ORFDO�DQG�
DEURDG

•� 7R�JDWKHU�PRUH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�KRZ�WR
IXUWKHU�UHGXFH�EDUULHUV�DQG�LQFUHDVH�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�IRU�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV

%RWK�RI�WKHVH�SXUSRVHV�UHODWH�WR�RXU�RYHUDOO�
JRDO�IRU�WKH�HYHQW�ĪDOVR�RXU�VORJDQī��WR�SURYLGH�
WKH�VWDUW�RI�DQ�RQJRLQJ�HYHQW�IRUPDWLRQ�RI�
DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ��WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�ZKLFK�LV�WR�
HQFRXUDJH�DQG�HQDEOH�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�
WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�SXEOLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�OLIH�



�

Morning Panel

)RUXP���ZDV�NLFNHG�Rɱ��ZLWK�DQ�LQWURGXFWLRQ�
IURP�WKH�6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�1RYD�6FRWLD�+RXVH�RI�
$VVHPEO\��+RQ��.HYLQ�0XUSK\��7KH�6SHDNHU�
GHVFULEHG�³)RUXP���LV�D�GD\�GHGLFDWHG�WR�
EULQJLQJ�IRFXV�WR�LQYROYLQJ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�GHPRFUDWLF�SURFHVV��³�

7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�HYHQW�ZDV�WZR�IROG��QRW�
RQO\�WR�LQVSLUH��HGXFDWH�DQG�PRWLYDWH�SHUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�1RYD�6FRWLD�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG�
LQ�GHPRFUDF\��EXW�WR�HGXFDWH��LQVSLUH�DQG�
PRWLYDWH�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�DQG�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�
UHDFK�RXW�WR�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DV�YDOXHG�
DQG�FRQWULEXWLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�RXU�FRPPXQLWLHV���

$IWHU�LQWURGXFLQJ�WKH�GD\¶V�HYHQWV�DQG�
WKDQNLQJ�HYHQW�RUJDQL]HUV��WKH�6SHDNHU�

´ RhGD\�
we’re here 
to talk about 
community. 
A place where
people belong.”

Ħ�0D\RU�RI�+DOLID[�5HJLRQDO�0XQLFLSDOLW\��0LNH�6DYDJH
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JUDFLRXVO\�LQWURGXFHG�WKH�0D\RU�RI�+DOLID[�
5HJLRQDO�0XQLFLSDOLW\��0LNH�6DYDJH��+DOLID[�
5HJLRQDO�0XQLFLSDOLW\¶V�2ɷFH�RI�WKH�0D\RU�
ZDV�D�SURXG�VSRQVRU�DQG�VXSSRUWHU�RI�WKH�
HYHQW��

0D\RU�6DYDJH�RSHQHG�E\�VD\LQJ��³7RGD\�
ZH¶UH�KHUH�WR�WDON�DERXW�FRPPXQLW\��$�
SODFH�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�EHORQJ�´�0D\RU�6DYDJH�
KDV�EHHQ�YHU\�LQYROYHG�LQ�GLVDELOLW\�LVVXHV��
SUHYLRXVO\�DV�D�%RDUG�PHPEHU�IRU�WKH�
&DQDGLDQ�,QVWLWXWH�IRU�WKH�%OLQG��WKH�+HDUW�
DQG�6WURNH�)RXQGDWLRQ��DQG�WKH�8QLWHG�
:D\��DPRQJ�PDQ\�RWKHUV���1RZ��LQ�KLV�
FXUUHQW�UROH�DV�0D\RU��KH�LV�PDNLQJ�LQURDGV�
RQ�DGGUHVVLQJ�LVVXHV�IDFHG�E\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV��7KH�FLW\¶V�$FFHVVLELOLW\�$GYLVRU\�
&RPPLWWHH��KDV�DGYRFDWHG�IRU�DFFHVVLEOH�WUDLOV�
DQG�SOD\JURXQGV��DXGLEOH�SHGHVWULDQ�VLJQDOV��
DQG�ZHEVLWH�DQG�WHFKQRORJ\�XSJUDGHV��,Q�D�
VHVVLRQ�KHOG�LQ�2FWREHU������RQ�WKH�WRSLF�RI�
+HDOWK\��/LYDEOH�&RPPXQLWLHV��WKHUH�ZDV�D�
FOHDUO\�FRPPXQLFDWHG�QHHG�WR�EHFRPH�D�PRUH�
LQFOXVLYH�DQG�FDULQJ�FRPPXQLW\���

2QH�RI�WKH�WKUHH�PDLQ�SULRULWLHV�FUHDWHG�IURP�
WKDW�HYHQW�ZDV�WR�KDYH�PRUH�SRUWDEOH�UDPSV�
DYDLODEOH�IRU�HQWU\�LQWR�HVWDEOLVKPHQWV���+50�
DOVR�UHFHQWO\�DQQRXQFHG�Ĳ��������LQ�VSHQGLQJ�
RQ�DFFHVVLELOLW\�XSJUDGHV�DW�+50�IDFLOLWLHV�

³1RYD�6FRWLD�KDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�&DQDGD���:H�DOO�
UHDS�WKH�HFRQRPLF�DQG�VRFLDO�EHQH¿WV�RI�
KDYLQJ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�IXOO\�HQJDJHG�
LQ�WKH�FRPPXQLW\�DQG�ZLWKLQ�JRYHUQPHQW���
0D\RU�0LNH�6DYDJH�VKDUHG�WKH�VHQWLPHQW���
³7KH�OLYHV�RI�DOO�RI�XV��QRW�MXVW�SHRSOH�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV��DUH�HQULFKHG�E\�ZRUNLQJ�WR�
HQVXUH�WKDW�HYHU\RQH�FDQ�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�WKH�
FRPPXQLW\�´��

´ĭ7KH�SXUSRVH�RI�)RUXP���LVĮ�
to inspire, educate and motivate 

people with disabilities in our 

province to get involved with 

democracy at whatever level of 

government that suits your needs.  

We also hope to educate, inspire 

and motivate our various political 

parties and our various levels 

of government to reach out to 

people with disabilities as valued 

members of our communities and 

our province and our country, 

and take full advantage of all the 

abilities people with disabilities 

KDYH�WR�RɲHU�µ��

Ħ�+RQ��.HYLQ�0XUSK\��
6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�1RYD�6FRWLD�+RXVH�RI�$VVHPEO\



8

7KH�DERYH�JUDSKLF�ZDV�FUHDWHG�LQ�UHDO�WLPH�GXULQJ�WKH�PRUQLQJ�SDQHO�VHVVLRQ�DQG�UHSUHVHQWV�WKH�SDQHO·V�DGYLFH�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�DV�
persons with disabilities engaging in public and political life.

$QQH�0DF5DH�RI�WKH�'LVDEOHG�3HUVRQV�
&RPPLVVLRQ��D�PDMRU�VSRQVRU�DQG�RUJDQL]LQJ�
SDUWQHU�LQ�WKH�HYHQW��VSRNH�DERXW�WKH�GD\�
DKHDG��³7KLV�LV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�D�PRYHPHQW�
WKDW�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�IDFH�LQ�RUGHU�
WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�D�SROLWLFDO�FDPSDLJQ�DV�
D�YROXQWHHU��FDPSDLJQ�PDQDJHU��DJHQW�RU�
FDQGLGDWH�´�VDLG�0DF5DH�

³7KH�RQO\�ZD\�WKDW�ZH�ZLOO�HYHU�VHH�WKH�
HOLPLQDWLRQ�RI�WKH�PDQ\�EDUULHUV�WKDW�SHRSOH�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�IDFH�RQ�D�GDLO\�EDVLV�ZLOO�EH�
ZKHQ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DUH�LQ�SRVLWLRQV�
RI�LQÀXHQFH��ZKHWKHU�WKDW�EH�DV�D�FKDLUPDQ�RI�
D�%RDUG��D�&(2��RU�DV�DQ�HOHFWHG�RɷFLDO�´

0LUURULQJ�WKH�VWDWHPHQW�0D\RU�6DYDJH�
PHQWLRQHG�HDUOLHU�DERXW�KRZ�WKH�3URYLQFH�
RI�1RYD�6FRWLD�KDV�WKH�KLJKHVW�SHUFHQWDJH�RI�
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�FRXQWU\�Ī��İ�
RU���LQ��ī��0DF5DH�VXJJHVWHG�WKH�JRDO�RI�KDYLQJ�
DW�OHDVW�D���İ�UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�WKH�1RYD�6FRWLD�/HJLVODWXUH�

$QQH�0DF5DH�GLVFXVVHG�WKH�YDULRXV�LVVXHV�
IDFLQJ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�JHWWLQJ�
LQYROYHG�LQ�SXEOLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�OLIH��LQFOXGLQJ�

WKH�ODFN�RI�SHHUV�DQG�YHQXHV�WR�OHDUQ�DERXW�
DQG�GLVFXVV�GHPRFUDWLF�LVVXHV��OHJLVODWLYH�
UHSUHVHQWDWLRQ��IHHOLQJ�GLVHQIUDQFKLVHG��DQG
QRW�VHHLQJ�SHUVRQV�VLPLODU�WR�WKHPVHOYHV�LQ�
RɷFH���

0DF5DH�GHVFULEHG�KHU�GUHDP�RI�FUHDWLQJ�D�
FDPSDLJQ�VFKRRO�IRU�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�
WR�DOORZ�DQ�HTXDO�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�SHUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�SROLWLFV���
0DF5DH�UHLWHUDWHG�WKH�SXUSRVH�RI�WKH�HYHQW��
DGGUHVVLQJ�$UWLFOH�����IURP�WKH�8QLWHG�
1DWLRQ�&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�5LJKWV�IRU�3HUVRQV�
ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV��ZKLFK�VWDWHV�³SDUWLHV�VKDOO�
JXDUDQWHH�WR�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�SROLWLFDO�
ULJKWV�DQG�WKH�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�HQJDJH�ĥ�WR�
HQMR\�WKHP�RQ�DQ�HTXDO�EDVLV�ZLWK�RWKHUV�´��

7KLV�HYHQW�IROORZV�D�VLPLODU�HYHQW�KHOG�LQ�
1RYD�6FRWLD�LQ�������IRU�WKH���WK�DQQLYHUVDU\�
RI�WKH�1RYD�6FRWLD�/HDJXH�IRU�(TXDO�
2SSRUWXQLWLHV�Ī16/(2ī��ZKHUH�$UWLFOH����ZDV�
GHVFULEHG�LQ�JUHDWHU�GHWDLO��DQG�D�EUDLQVWRUP�
VHVVLRQ�ZDV�KHOG�WR�JHQHUDWH�LGHDV�RQ�KRZ�
WR�LPSOHPHQW�$UWLFOH�����7KH�HYHQW�KDG�IRXU�
RXWFRPHV�
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1� 0RGHUQL]H�WKH�(OHFWLRQV�$FW�WR�LQFOXGH�
IXOO�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV

2� &UHDWLRQ�RI�D�GLVDELOLW\�YRWHUV¶�WRRONLW

3� &UHDWH�D�FDPSDLJQ�VFKRRO�IRU�SHUVRQV�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV

4� &UHDWLRQ�RI�D�WDVN�IRUFH�E\�JRYHUQPHQW�WR
ZRUN�RQ�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKLV�DUWLFOH

7KH�(OHFWLRQV�$FW�ZDV�LQ�IDFW�PRGHUQL]HG�DV�
D�UHVXOW�RI�WKLV�ZRUN��IRU�WKH�¿�UVW�WLPH�LQ����
\HDUV��WR�LQFOXGH�D�FOHDU�PDQGDWH�WR�LPSURYH�
DFFHVVLELOLW\�RI�HOHFWRUV�WR�YRWLQJ�IDFLOLWLHV�

:RUN�ZLWK�6HUYLFH�1RYD�6FRWLD�DQG�0XQLFLSDO�
5HODWLRQV�ZDV�FRPSOHWHG�WR�HQVXUH�WKHLU�
HGXFDWLRQ�DQG�WUDLQLQJ�SURJUDPV�ZHUH�
DFFHVVLEOH��)RUXP���ZLOO�WDNH�WKLV�SURJUHVV�WR�
WKH�QH[W�OHYHO�

0DF5DH�VD\V��³7LPLQJ�LV�HYHU\WKLQJ��,I�\RX¶UH�
SDWLHQW�HQRXJK��WKH�ULJKW�FLUFXPVWDQFHV�ZLOO�
SUHVHQW�WKHPVHOYHV�WR�\RX��DQG�\RXU�JRDOV�FDQ�
EH�UHDOL]HG�´

´ʰKLV�LV�WKH�EHJLQQLQJ�RI�D�
movement that people with 
disabilities face in order to 
participate in a political 
campaign as a volunteer, 
campaign manager, agent 
or candidate.”

Ħ�$QQH�0DF5DH��
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Thoughts from the Panel

³7KLV�KDV�EHHQ�D�PRWWR�RI�PLQH�����WR�IRFXV�
RQ�ZKDW�,�FDQ�GR��7KHUH�DUH�D�IHZ�WKLQJV�,�
FDQ¶W�GR��ZDONLQJ�EHLQJ�RQH�RI�WKHP�����$V�,�
ZDV�FRQVLGHULQJ�P\�FDQGLGDF\�WR�PDNH�WKH�
GHFLVLRQ�WR�HQWHU�SROLWLFV��Ĭ,�WKRXJKWĭ�KRZ�GR�
,�JR�GRRU�WR�GRRU"�+RZ�GLG�,�HQVXUH�,�KDG�
HQRXJK�VWDPLQD�DV�D�SHUVRQ�ZLWK�D�GLVDELOLW\�
WR�HQGXUH����������������KRXUV�RI�FDPSDLJQLQJ"�
$QG�JHWWLQJ�IURP�SRLQW�$�WR�SRLQW�%�´�

Ħ�.HYLQ�0XUSK\

³:H��DV�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��VXSSRUWHUV�RI�
SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��KDYH�WR�XQGHUVWDQG�
WKDW�SROLWLFV�PDWWHUV��3ROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�
NQRZ�ZKR�YRWHV�DQG�ZKR�GRHVQ¶W���3ROLWLFDO�
SDUWLHV�DOO�GHYHORS�WKHLU�SODWIRUPV�DURXQG�
SRSXODWLRQV�DQG�SHRSOH�ZKR�JR�WR�WKH�SROOV�´�

Ħ�.HQW�+HKU

³,Q�������ZKHQ�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�GHFLGHG�WR�
ZLWKGUDZ�IURP�WKH�FRDO�PLQLQJ�LQGXVWU\�LQ�
&DSH�%UHWRQ����,�GHFLGHG�WR�WU\�WR�VHH�ZKDW�
,�FRXOG�GR�WR�KDYH�WKH�JRYHUQPHQW�LPSURYH�
WKH�SDFNDJH�DV�WKH\�ZHUH�ZLWKGUDZLQJ����,W�
OHG�PH�WR�DQ�DELOLW\�WKDW����,�GLGQ¶W�NQRZ�
,�KDG��SDUWLFXODUO\�LQ�SXEOLF�SROLF\��,�KDYH�
QRZ�VSHQW����\HDUV�GRLQJ�SXEOLF�DGYRFDF\�LQ�
GLɱ�HUHQW�DUHDV�´

Ħ�(GQD�/HH

³9HU\�IHZ�GRRUV��ZKHWKHU�LW�LV�LQ�GRZQWRZQ�
+DOLID[�RU�LQ�UXUDO�1RYD�6FRWLD�LQ�P\�ULGLQJ�RI
(DVWHUQ�6KRUH��DUH�DFWXDOO\�DFFHVVLEOH�IRU�D�
SHUVRQ�LQ�D�ZKHHOFKDLU�WR�JR�ULJKW�XS�WR�WKH�
GRRU���:H�RYHUFDPH�WKRVH�WKLQJV�ZLWK�FDUHIXO�
FRQVLGHUDWLRQ�WR�FDPSDLJQ�VWUDWHJLFDOO\�
ZLWK�D�WHDP��VR�,�EDVLFDOO\�KDG�D�SDLU�RI�
KDQGV�DQG�IHHW�WR�JR�XS�DQG�NQRFN�RQ�WKH�
GRRU���,Q�����İ�RI�WKH�FDVHV��SHRSOH�ZHUH�
YHU\�DFFRPPRGDWLQJ�DQG�FOHDUO\�XQGHUVWRRG�
WKH�OLPLWDWLRQV��WKDW�WKHLU�KRPH�ZDV�QRW�
ZKHHOFKDLU�DFFHVVLEOH�DQG�ZHUH�PRUH�WKDQ�
KDSS\�WR�FRPH�RXW�WR�WKH�SRUFK��WR�WKH�

“We really need to get
people with disabilities 
into positions of decision 
making in order to have the 
convention implemented”�

Ħ�6WHYHQ�(VWH\
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GULYHZD\�WR�PHHW�PH��7KH�RWKHU�WKLQJ�,�GLG�
ZDV�EH�UHDOO\�VWUDWHJLF�LQ�WKH�SXEOLF�HYHQWV�
WKDW�,�SDUWLFLSDWHG�LQ���:H�WRRN�DGYDQWDJH�RI�
FRPPXQLW\�IDLUV�DQG�FKXUFK�VXSSHUV��WR�EH�
YLVLEOH��WR�JR�DQG�PHHW�DV�PDQ\�SHRSOH�DV�,�
FRXOG�LQ�D�FRQFHQWUDWHG�WLPH�´�

Ħ�.HYLQ�0XUSK\

³,�HQFRXUDJH�\RX�WR�JHW�LQYROYHG�ZLWK�\RXU�
SDUW\��JHW�LQYROYHG�LQ�\RXU�FRPPXQLW\���,I�
WKHUH�LV�DQ�LVVXH�\RX�IHHO�LV�LPSRUWDQW�WR�\RX��
KDYH�D�YRLFH�ZLWK�\RXU�JRYHUQPHQW�Rɷ��FLDOV�
DQG�GRQ¶W�EH�DIUDLG�WR�VSHDN�XS���<RX�GRQ¶W�
NQRZ�LI�\RX�ZLOO�EH�VXFFHVVIXO�RU�QRW��EXW�\RX�
ZRQ¶W�EH�VXFFHVVIXO�XQOHVV�\RX�WU\�´�

Ħ�(GQD�/HH

0/$�RU�D�FLW\�FRXQFLORU��EXW�DQ\RQH�FDQ�MRLQ�
D�SDUW\��DQ\ERG\�FDQ�JR�WR�D�PHHWLQJ��DQ\ERG\�
FDQ�KHOS�RXW�LQ�D�FDPSDLJQ��DQG�WKDW�LV�WKH�
NLQG�RI�HQJDJHPHQW�ZH¶UH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�KHUH���
:H¶UH�WDONLQJ�DERXW�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�SXEOLF�
DQG�SROLWLFDO�OLIH��7KDW¶V�QRW�UHOHJDWHG�WR�WKH�

���SHRSOH�ZKR�DUH�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�OHJLVODWLYH�
DVVHPEO\�LQ�16��$QG�LW�ZLOO�QHYHU�EH��,�WKLQN�
LW¶V�LPSRUWDQW�WR�WKLQN�DERXW�LW�EH\RQG�WKDW�´

Ħ�6WHYHQ�(VWH\

³:KHQ�,�JUDGXDWHG�IURP�6DLQW�0DU\¶V�
8QLYHUVLW\��,�PDGH�WKH�FKRLFH�WR�WKURZ�P\�
QDPH�LQ�WKH�KDW�DQG�,�UDQ�0XQLFLSDOO\�LQ������
DQG�,�FDPH�LQ�VHFRQG�DQG�WKDW�H[SHULHQFH�DV�
D�\RXQJ�SHUVRQ�UHDOO\�WDXJKW�PH�D�ORW�DERXW�
KRZ�WKH�V\VWHP�ZRUNV��DQG�DERXW�KRZ�WR�EH�
SDUW�RI�WKH�VROXWLRQ��KRZ�WR�UHDOO\�WU\�WR�Hɱ�HFW�
SRVLWLYH�FKDQJH�LQ�\RXU�FRPPXQLW\���7KRVH�
H[SHULHQFHV�OHG�PH�WR�D����\HDU�GHFLVLRQ�
SURFHVV�WR�JHW�PRUH�DQG�PRUH�LQYROYHG�DV�WLPH�
ZHQW�RQ�´� Ħ�.HYLQ�0XUSK\

³7KH�REVWDFOH�DQG�FKDOOHQJH�ZDV�ZLWKLQ�
PH��WRR��EHFDXVH�,�ZRUULHG�DERXW�ĬLI�KDYLQJ�
0XOWLSOH�6FOHURVLV�ZRXOG�EH�SHUFHLYHG�DV�D�
ZHDNQHVVĭ��,�GLGQ¶W�WDON�DERXW�KDYLQJ�0XOWLSOH�
6FOHURVLV�GXULQJ�P\�FDPSDLJQ���,�WKLQN�LW¶V�
LPSRUWDQW�WR�UHFRJQL]H�WKDW�QRW�DOO�GLVDELOLWLHV�
DUH�YLVLEOH�´� Ħ�(GQD�/HH

PANEL MEMBERS īOHIW�WR�ULJKWĬ�
.HQW�+HKU��0/$�&DOJDU\Ħ%Xɲ�DOR
(GQD�/HH��3&�&DQGLGDWH
.HYLQ�0XUSK\��6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�+RXVH�RI�$VVHPEO\
6WHYHQ�(VWH\��1'3�&DQGLGDWH

PANEL MODERATOR 

-RDFKLP�6WURLQN��0/$�+DOLID[Ħ&KHEXFWR
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Keynote Address: 
Steven Estey

,Q�RUGHU�WR�KHOS�IUDPH�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQ�IRU�
WKH�DIWHUQRRQ��6WHYHQ�(VWH\�SURYLGHG�D�OLWWOH�
KLVWRU\�DERXW�WKH�LVVXH�RI�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�
SROLWLFDO�OLIH�E\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��DQG�
HQJDJHPHQW�RQ�WKH�LVVXH�LQ�1RYD�6FRWLD���+H�
QRWHG�WKDW�LQ������WKH�1RYD�6FRWLDQ�GLVDELOLW\�
FRPPXQLW\�KDG�LGHQWL¿�HG�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�
SROLWLFDO�OLIH�DV�WKH�NH\�HQDEOHU�LQ�UHDOL]LQJ�
WKH�GUHDP�RI�WKH�81�&RQYHQWLRQ�RQ�WKH�
5LJKWV�RI�3HUVRQV�ZLWK�'LVDELOLWLHV�Ī&53'ī��
HTXDO�DFFHVV�WR�DOO�KXPDQ�ULJKWV�IRU�SHRSOH�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV���)RUXP����KH�VDLG��VKRXOG�
WKHUHIRUH�EH�YLHZHG�DV�DQ�LPSRUWDQW�VWHS�LQ�
WKH�Hɱ�RUW�RI�WKH�*RYHUQPHQW�RI�1RYD�6FRWLD�
LQ�WKH�LPSOHPHQWDWLRQ�RI�WKH�&53'�

7R�IXUWKHU�LOOXVWUDWH�WKH�LPSRUWDQFH�RI�WKLV�
ZRUN��6WHYHQ�VSRNH�DERXW�D�UHFHQW�VWXG\�
FRPPLVVLRQHG�E\�WKH�81�2ɷ��FH�RI�WKH�
+LJK�&RPPLVVLRQHU�IRU�+XPDQ�5LJKWV�RQ�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�LQ�SROLWLFDO�DQG�SXEOLF�OLIH�E\�
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�Ī����ī���7KH�VWXG\�

WRRN�WKH�IRUP�RI�D�TXHVWLRQQDLUH��ZKLFK�ZDV�
VHQW�WR�DOO�81�0HPEHU�VWDWHV��DQG�RWKHU�
LQWHUHVWHG�SDUWLHV�VXFK�DV�GLVDEOHG�SHRSOHV�
RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG�DFDGHPLFV�UHFHLYHG�LQSXW�
IURP�RYHU����FRXQWULHV�DURXQG�WKH�ZRUOG��
LQFOXGLQJ�&DQDGD��DQG�DQRWKHU����IURP�RWKHU�
VRXUFHV���

0RVW�RI�WKH�UHVSRQVHV�IRFXVHG�RQ�LVVXHV�
UHODWHG�WR�WKH�DFFHVVLELOLW\�RI�YRWLQJ�IRU�SHRSOH�
ZLWK�GLɱ�HUHQW�W\SHV�RI�GLVDELOLWLHV���%XW�LQ�D�
IHZ�FDVHV�WKHUH�ZDV�GLVFXVVLRQ�DERXW�KRZ�WR�
LPSURYH�SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�UDWHV�RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�
GLVDELOLWLHV�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�Rɷ��FH��RU�
JHWWLQJ�LQYROYHG�DV�D�YROXQWHHU�ZLWK�D�SROLWLFDO�
SDUW\���6WHYHQ�QRWHG�WKDW�D�JRRG�GHDO�RI�ZRUN�
KDG�EHHQ�GRQH�RQ�WKHVH�LVVXHV�LQ�WKH�8QLWHG�
.LQJGRP�Ī8.ī���+H�VSRNH�DERXW�DQ�LQWHUYLHZ�
ZLWK�%DURQHVV�-DQH�&DPSEHOO��D�GLVDEOHG�
PHPEHU�RI�WKH�%ULWLVK�+RXVH�RI�/RUGV���6KH�
GHVFULEHG�D�FRQVXOWDWLRQ�FRQGXFWHG�XQGHU�
WKH�DXVSLFHV�RI�WKH�6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�+RXVH�RI�
&RPPRQV�DW�:HVWPLQVWHU��ZKLFK�FRQFOXGHG�
WKDW�IRXU�EURDG�FDWHJRULHV�ZKHUH�EDUULHUV�H[LVW�
ZHUH�VHHQ�LQ�WKH�8.��WKH\�ZHUH�DV�IROORZV�

1� Attitudes�ĥ�QHJDWLYH�SXEOLF�DWWLWXGHV�
FDQ�KDYH�D�KLJK�LPSDFW�RQ�SURVSHFWLYH�
GLVDEOHG�SROLWLFDO�FDQGLGDWHV��IRU�H[DPSOH��LQ�
UHODWLRQ�WR�HOHFWLRQ�SURVSHFWV��FRQFHUQV�RYHU�
DGGLWLRQDO�UHVRXUFHV�ZKLFK�PD\�EH�UHTXLUHG��
DQG�WKH�HOHFWRUDWH¶V�UHVHUYDWLRQV�DERXW�EHLQJ�
UHSUHVHQWHG�E\�D�FDQGLGDWH�ZLWK�D�GLVDELOLW\�

2� Financial constraints�ĥ�7KH�XVXDO�FRVWV�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�UXQQLQJ�IRU�SROLWLFDO�Rɷ��FH�
FDQ�EH�YHU\�KLJK���&DQGLGDWHV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�
PD\�LQFXU�IXUWKHU�FRVWV�LQ�EHLQJ�D�FDQGLGDWH�
DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�WKHLU�GLVDELOLW\�WKDW�KDYH�WR�
EH�VHOIĥIXQGHG���)RU�H[DPSOH��D�GHDI�FDQGLGDWH�
PD\�KDYH�WR�PHHW�WKH�FRVWV�RI�D�6LJQ�/DQJXDJH�
,QWHUSUHWHU�RU�D�FDQGLGDWH�ZLWK�PRELOLW\�
LPSDLUPHQW�PD\�QHHG�DGDSWHG�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ�
DW�D�JUHDWHU�FRVW���
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3� Accessibility�ĥ�,PSURYLQJ�DFFHVVLELOLW\�
IRU�GLVDEOHG�FDQGLGDWHV�ZDV�D�NH\�IHDWXUH�RI�
WKH�HYLGHQFH�WKDW�ZDV�FROOHFWHG�WKURXJK�WKH�
FRQVXOWDWLRQ���$FFHVVLELOLW\�LVVXHV�ZLOO�GLɱ�HU�
IURP�SHUVRQ�WR�SHUVRQ��DQG�ZLOO�GHSHQG�RQ�
WKHLU�GLVDELOLW\�

4� Need for training, development and 
support�ĥ�0HDVXUHV�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�DUHD�FRXOG�EH�
WDUJHWHG�WRZDUG�SURYLGLQJ�FDQGLGDWHV�ZLWK�WKH�
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�GHYHORS�VNLOOV�DQG�H[SHULHQFH�
WR�UXQ�IRU�HOHFWHG�Rɷ��FH���)RU�H[DPSOH��
HVWDEOLVKLQJ�JRRG�VXSSRUW�QHWZRUNV�ZKHUH�
FRDFKLQJ��PHQWRULQJ�RU�EXGG\LQJ�V\VWHPV�
FDQ�EH�LPSOHPHQWHG��SURYLGLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOO\�
WDLORUHG�VXSSRUW�IRU�FDQGLGDWHV��

6WHYHQ�WKHQ�LQYLWHG�IDFLOLWDWRUV�6WHSKDQLH�
3URQN�DQG�'DYLG�8SWRQ��IURP�³&RPPRQ�
*RRG�6ROXWLRQV�´�WR�RXWOLQH�WKH�VPDOO�JURXS�
SURFHVV�WKDW�ZRXOG�FRQVLGHU�EDUULHUV�WR�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�
LQ�1RYD�6FRWLD��DQG�RQFH�WKHVH�KDG�EHHQ�
LGHQWL¿�HG�JURXSV�ZHUH�DVNHG�WR�EUDLQVWRUP�
DERXW�ZD\V�WR�RYHUFRPH�WKHVH�EDUULHUV���

Brainstorming Session                   

BARRIERS

5HSRUWV�IURP�WKH�VPDOO�JURXS�GLVFXVVLRQV�
ZHUH�LQ�ODUJH�SDUW�IUDPHG�XQGHU�WKH�VDPH�
KHDGLQJV�XVHG�LQ�WKH�8.�UHSRUW�GLVFXVVHG�LQ�
WKH�SUHYLRXV�VHFWLRQ��ZLWK�VSHFL¿�F�UHIHUHQFHV�
WR�DFFHVV��¿�QDQFHV�DQG�DWWLWXGHV���$ORQJ�ZLWK�
WKLV��VRPH�JURXSV�UDLVHG�SRLQWV�WKDW�KDYH�EHHQ�
EURXJKW�WRJHWKHU�KHUH�XQGHU�WKH�KHDGLQJV�RI�
µHGXFDWLRQ�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ¶�DQG�WKH�QHHG�
IRU�µSROLF\�GHYHORSPHQW�DQG�SHHU�VXSSRUW¶���
.H\�SRLQWV�UHODWHG�WR�EDUULHUV�DQG�VROXWLRQV�
DUH�SUHVHQWHG�EHORZ�LQ�EXOOHW�IRUPDW��

Accessibility

•� /DFN�RI�DFFHVV�WR�SROLWLFDO�LQIRUPDWLRQ
•� /DFN�RI�DFFHVV�WR�HGXFDWLRQ
•� /DFN�RI�DFFHVV�WR�LQWHUQHW
•� 7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ�LV�FRVWO\��HVSHFLDOO\�LQ�

UXUDO�DUHDV�
•� /DFN�RI�DFFHVVLEOH�KRXUV�RI�SROOLQJ�VWDWLRQV
•� /DFN�RI�SROOLQJ�VWDWLRQV�LQ�PXOWLĥUHVLGHQW

EXLOGLQJV
•� /DFN�RI�DFFHVV�WR�WHFKQLFDO�WRROV�EHIRUH

DQG�GXULQJ�FDPSDLJQV
•� /DFN�RI�WHFKQLFDO�WRROV�IRU�FDQGLGDWHV
•� 1HHG�WR�QHWZRUN
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%DUULHUV�FRQWLQXHG

Financial

•� 0DQ\�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�OLYH�LQ�ORZ��
LQFRPH�VLWXDWLRQV

•� +LJK�FRVW�RI�OLYLQJ�IRU�SHUVRQV�ZLWK��
GLVDELOLWLHV�EHFDXVH�RI�GLVDELOLW\�UHODWHG��
FRVWV�IRU�WKLQJV�OLNH�WUDQVSRUWDWLRQ���
LQWHUSUHWHUV�DQG�DGDSWLYH�DLGV

•� &DPSDLJQLQJ�LV�H[SHQVLYH�ZLWK�KLJK�FRVWV�
IRU�WKLQJV�OLNH�WUDYHO�DQG�RWKHU�GLVDELOLW\�
UHODWHG�DFFRPPRGDWLRQV�DVVRFLDWHG�ZLWK�
EHLQJ�LQYROYHG��VR�SHRSOH�ZRXOG�QHHG��
¿QDQFLDO�EDFNLQJ�WR�FRYHU�WKHVH�H[WUD�FRVWV

•� +LJK�FRVW�RI�SUHSDULQJ�\RXQJ�SHUVRQV��
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�IRU�SROLWLFDO�LQYROYHPHQW�

•� /DFN�RI�SROLWLFDO�ZLOO�DQG�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\��
VXSSRUW

•� ,W�LV�QRW�RQO\�SHRSOH�RQ�LQFRPH�DVVLVWDQFH�
WKDW�FDQ�ORVH�WKHLU�LQFRPH��0DQ\�SHUVRQV��
RQ�/RQJ�7HUP�'LVDELOLW\�EHQH¿WV�PD\�IHDU�
WKH�VDPH�UHSHUFXVVLRQV��&DQDGD�3HQVLRQ�
3ODQ��IRU�H[DPSOH��DOORZV�D�SHUVRQ�WR��
YROXQWHHU�DQG�IRU�D�SHUVRQ�WR�ZRUN�DQG��
PDNH�VR�PXFK�PRQH\�WKHUHIRUH�GRLQJ�D�
FDPSDLJQ�GRHV�QRW�SRVH�D�WKUHDW�IRU�WKRVH��
RQ�&DQDGD�3HQVLRQ��KRZHYHU�SHUVRQV�ZKR�
PD\�EH�RQ�/RQJ�7HUP�'LVDELOLW\�IRU�DQ�
HPSOR\HU�FRXOG�EH�QHJDWLYHO\�DɱHFWHG��
/HJLVODWLRQ�WR�SURYLGH�SURWHFWLRQ�VKRXOG�
KDYH�D�EURDG�XPEUHOOD�WR�FDSWXUH�WKH�YDU\ĥ
LQJ�LQFRPH�VRXUFHV�IRU�GLVDEOHG�SHUVRQV

Attitudes

•� 3HUFHSWLRQV�VWLJPD�VXUURXQGLQJ��
GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�ODFN�RI�DZDUHQHVV

•� 'LVFRPIRUW�ZKHQ�JHWWLQJ�LQYROYHG
SROLWLFDOO\�GXH�WR�JHQHUDO�DWWLWXGH�DQG��
WUHDWPHQW�RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV

•� 3HUFHSWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DV��
EHLQJ�LQFRPSHWHQW

•� /DFN�RI�VXSSRUW�UHVXOWV�LQ�ODFN�RI�VWDPLQD��
VWD\LQJ�SRZHU

•� (PSOR\HUV�JRYHUQPHQW�GRHVQ¶W�YDOXH��
SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�DUH��WKHUHIRUH���
UHOXFWDQW�WR�KLUH�WKHP

•� ³:H�WKH\�PHQWDOLW\´
•� ³2XW�RI�VLJKW��RXW�RI�PLQG´

Education & Communication

•� /LWWOH�SXEOLF�DZDUHQHVV�DQG�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�
RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�

•� /DFN�RI�HGXFDWLRQ�OHDGV�WR�PLVSHUFHSWLRQV��
RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV

•� /DFN�RI�UHFRJQLWLRQ�RI�VSHFL¿F�VNLOOV�RI��
SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV

•� &DPSDLJQ�HGXFDWLRQ
•� /DFN�RI�WUDLQLQJ�SURJUDPV�IRU�SHUVRQV��

ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�WR�JDLQ�NQRZOHGJH��VNLOOV��
DQG�DFFHVV�WR�SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�SROLWLFV

•� /LWWOH�DZDUHQHVV�LQ�GLVDELOLW\�FRPPXQLW\��
RI�KRZ�WR�EH�LQYROYHG�LQ�SROLWLFV

•� /DFN�RI�WHFKQRORJ\�WR�FRPPXQLFDWH
•� /DFN�RI�SUHSDUDWLRQ�IRU�\RXQJ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�

GLVDELOLWLHV�IRU�SROLWLFDO�LQYROYHPHQW�
•� /DFN�RI�DZDUHQHVV�RI�UHVRXUFHV�DQG�OLWWOH��

XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ZKHUH�WR�ORRN�IRU�WKHP�

Policy & Peer Support

•� /DFN�RI�SROLF\�WKDW�VXSSRUWV�SHRSOH�ZLWK��
GLVDELOLWLHV�ZKHQ�UXQQLQJ�IRU�RɷFH

•� /DFN�RI�SHHU�VXSSRUW�RUJDQL]DWLRQV
•� /DFN�RI�YLDEOH�VXSSRUW�UHJDUGLQJ��

LQVXUDQFH��GLVDELOLW\�FODLPV��HWF�
•� 35�PHGLD�SRVWHUV��DGĥVSRWV�GR�QRW�UHÀHFW�

LQFOXVLYLW\�DQG�GLYHUVLW\
•� 1R�³&KDPSLRQ�RI�WKH�3HRSOH�ZLWK��

'LVDELOLWLHV´
•� /DFN�RI�UROH�PRGHO�L�H��VRPHRQH�LQ�SROLWLFV��

QRZ�WR�ORRN�XS�WR
•� 1HHG�WR�FUHDWH�D�GUDZ�WR�+DOLID[�IRU�

SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DQG�PDNH�+DOLID[��
D�JOREDO�OHDGHU�LQ�WKLV�DUHD

•� 1R�SROLWLFDO�SDUW\�JXLGHOLQHV�WR�LGHQWLI\�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��
LQ�SROLWLFDO�DFWLYLW\
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ʲRUNLQJ�WRJHWKHU

SOLUTIONS

Accessibility

•� &RQVWLWXHQWV�JR�WR�SXEOLF�YHQXHV�WR�
PHHW�&DQGLGDWHV

•� *R�ZKHUH�SHRSOH�DUH�Ħ�SODFHV�OLNH�
PXQLFLSDO�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�FRɱ�HH�VKRSV

•� 7RZQ�KDOO�PHHWLQJV�GXULQJ�FDPSDLJQ�
•� &UHDWH�QHWZRUNLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�

SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�EHWZHHQ�
FDPSDLJQV

•� +RVW�IRUXPV�DQG�ZRUNVKRSV
•� 0DNH�DYDLODEOH�WLPHO\�DQG�Dɱ�RUGDEOH�DFFHVV�
•� 0DNH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DYDLODEOH�LQ�EUDLOOH��

DXGLR��HWF��
•� 8VH�H[LVWLQJ�UHVRXUFHV�ĥ�QR�QHHG�WR�

UHLQYHQW�WKH�ZKHHO
•� (QVXUH�WKDW�FDPSDLJQ�Rɷ��FHV��FDQGLGDWH

Rɷ��FHV�DQG�PHHWLQJV�DUH�LQ�DFFHVVLEOH
EXLOGLQJV

•� 2ɱ�HU�DFFHVV�WR�LQWHUSUHWHUV��



��

6ROXWLRQV�FRQWLQXHG

Financial

•� ,QFUHDVH�DOORZDQFHV�WR�SHRSOH�ZLWK��
GLVDELOLWLHV�IRU�HOHFWLRQ�FRVWV

•� $GGLWLRQDO�IXQGV�PDGH�DYDLODEOH
•� 'UDIW�OHJLVODWLRQ�
•� *LYLQJ�OHDYH�RI�DEVHQFH�ZLWK�SD\�IRU��

SROLWLFDO�LQYROYHPHQW
•� 3URWHFWLQJ�EHQH¿WV�IRU�SHRSOH�ZLWK��

GLVDELOLWLHV�ZKHQ�WKH\�EHFRPH�SROLWLFDOO\��
LQYROYHG

•� (OHFWLRQV�1RYD�6FRWLD�PXVW�DFFRPPRGDWH
IRU�WHFKQLFDO�WRROV�OLNH�%UDLOOH��L3DGV��HWF�

•� $EVROXWHO\�FULWLFDO�WR�SDVV�OHJLVODWLRQ�WKDW��
SHRSOH�RQ�GLVDELOLW\�SHQVLRQV�ZLWK�WKH��
SURYLQFH�ZLOO�QRW�ORVH�WKHLU�SHQVLRQ�ZKLOH��
FDPSDLJQLQJ

•� 3RUWLRQ�RI�EXGJHW�RI�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�VHW��
DVLGH�IRU�LQLWLDWLYHV�WR�LQYLWH�DQG�FUHDWH�
SRVLWLYH�LQFOXVLYH�DQG�GLYHUVH�PHPEHUVKLS��
IRU�PDUJLQDOL]HG�SHRSOH�

•� *HW�SDUWLHV�WR�FRQVLGHU�DVVLVWDQFH�SUHĥ�
HOHFWRUDO�FRVWV

•� /HJLVODWLRQ�WR�SURYLGH�SURWHFWLRQ�VKRXOG��
KDYH�D�EURDG�XPEUHOOD�WR�FDSWXUH�WKH�YDU\ĥ
LQJ�LQFRPH�VRXUFHV�IRU�GLVDEOHG�SHUVRQV

Attitudes

•� +HOS�LQIRUP�IDFLOLWDWRUV�HOHFWRUDO�ZRUNHUV
•� 6HQVLWLYLW\�WUDLQLQJ
•� (GXFDWLRQ� �LQFUHDVHG�DZDUHQHVV
•� 'LVDELOLW\�FRQVXOWDQWV
•� &RQVXOW�IRU�SROLWLFDO�ZRUN�DQG�LQYROYHPHQW
•� 0RGHOHG�DIWHU�XQLYHUVLW\�GLVDELOLW\��

IDFLOLWDWRUV
•� +LJKĥOHYHO�JRYHUQPHQW�LQYROYHPHQW
•� &UHDWH�DFWV�ELOOV�LQ�VXSSRUW�RI�SHUVRQV��

ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV
•� 3HUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�FRPLQJ�LQ�WR��

WDON�VKDUH�WKHLU�H[SHULHQFHV
•� ,QFUHDVHG�\RXWK�H[SRVXUH
•� 'HYHORS�IURP�³SUHSDULQJ�DQG�JLYLQJ��

ZRUNVKRSV´�WR�³FUHDWLQJ�DQG�LPSOHPHQWLQJ�
FKDQJH´

•� 3ROLWLFDO�DGYHUWLVLQJ�VKRXOG�UHÀHFW��
SRSXODWLRQ�PDNHĥXS��DQG�LQFOXGH�SHRSOH�
ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV

•� ³$ELOLW\�IDFLOLWDWRU¶V´�LQ�DOO�JRYHUQPHQWDO�
GHSDUWPHQWV�ĥ�SHRSOH�ZKR�GLVDEOHG��
SHUVRQV�FDQ�JR�WR�¿JXUH�RXW�KRZ�WR��
QDYLJDWH�ZKDWHYHU�WKH\�QHHG�GRQH��DQG��
SHRSOH�ZKR�WKH�DEOHĥERGLHG�FRXOG�JR�WR��
DQG�GHYHORS�EHWWHU�XQGHUVWDQGLQJ�RI�ZKDW�
QHHGV�VKRXOG�EH�PHW�

Education & Communication

•� &UHDWH�SUHVHQFH�LQ�QRQĥSUR¿W�VHFWRU
•� &UHDWH�ZHEVLWHV�ZLWK�UHVRXUFHV�DQG��

LQIRUPDWLRQ�RQ�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SURFHVV�DQG�
KRZ�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�DUH�JHWWLQJ��
LQYROYHG�

•� 8VH�VRFLDO�PHGLD
•� (GXFDWH�LQGLYLGXDOV�RQ�SROLWLFDO�SURFHVV��

DQG�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�IRU�LQYROYHPHQW�RI��
SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV

•� 2XWUHDFK
•� ,QWHJUDWH�SROLWLFDO�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�

HGXFDWLRQ�LQ�VFKRRO�V\VWHP
•� ,QWHJUDWH�SROLWLFDO�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV��

LQ�FXUULFXOXP
•� 5HJXODU�SDQHO�SUHVHQWDWLRQV
•� 7DUJHW�\RXQJHU�SRSXODWLRQ
•� 1HWZRUN
•� 7KURXJK�HGXFDWLRQ�VHFWRU
•� 7KURXJK�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV
•� +DYH�D�GLVDELOLW\�LQWHUSUHWHU

Policy & Peer Support

•� 3URYLGH�DQ�RQOLQH�SUHVHQFH�ĪHĥVXSSRUWī
•� 3URYLGH�WHOHSKRQH�KRWOLQH
•� $�IRUP�RI�SHHU�VXSSRUW�ZLWK�FODVVL¿FDWLRQ
•� ³+RZ�WR�OLYH�D�SROLWLFDOO\�HQJDJHG�OLIH"´
•� *RYHUQPHQW�RɷFLDO�UROH�UHVSRQVLEOH�IRU��

KHOSLQJ�LQGLYLGXDOV�QDYLJDWH�WKH�SHHU��
VXSSRUW�QHWZRUN

•� ,QFUHDVH�HɱRUWV�WR�PHUJH�DQG�FRRSHUDWH�
DPRQJVW�VHSDUDWH�SHHU�VXSSRUW�QHWZRUNV�
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•� 35�PHGLD�SRVWHUV��DGĥVSRWV�QHHG�WR�UHÀ�HFW
GLYHUVLW\�LQ�SROLWLFDO�OLIH

•� 6WULNH�FRUUHFW�EDODQFH�EHWZHHQ
DPDOJDPDWLRQ�DQG�VSHFL¿�F�VHSDUDWH�
QHWZRUNV

•� ,QFUHDVH�FROODERUDWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�VHSDUDWH
SHHU�VXSSRUW�QHWZRUNV�

•� %HWZHHQ�³YLVLEOH´�DQG�³LQYLVLEOH´�
GLVDELOLWLHV

•� %HWZHHQ�QHWZRUNV�FRPSHWLQJ�IRU�UHVRXUFHV
•� &RPELQH�Hɱ�RUWV�RI�VLPLODU�QHWZRUNV�IRU

Hɷ��FLHQW�XVH�RI�IXQGLQJ
•� &RQVLVWHQW�JXLGHOLQHV�ZLWKLQ�HDFK�SROLWLFDO

SDUW\�IRU�LQLWLDWLYHV�RQ�LQFOXVLYHQHVV�DQG�
GLYHUVLW\

Feedback

7KH�IROORZLQJ�LQIRUPDWLRQ�ZDV�JDWKHUHG�
DIWHU�WKH�HYHQW��WKURXJK�DQ�RQOLQH�VXUYH\��7KH�
VXUYH\�FDSWXUHG�DWWHQGHHV¶�IHHGEDFN�UHJDUGLQJ�
PDQ\�IDFHWV�RI�WKH�HYHQW��2XW�RI�RYHU����
HYHQW�DWWHQGHHV�����LQGLYLGXDOV�SURYLGHG�WKHLU�
IHHGEDFN�XVLQJ�WKH�VXUYH\��RI�ZKLFK�VRPH�
UHVXOWV�DUH�SURYLGHG�EHORZ��7KH�¿�QGLQJV�RI�

WKH�VXUYH\�ZHUH�RYHUZKHOPLQJO\�SRVLWLYH�DQG�
XVHIXO��ERWK�LQ�JDXJLQJ�WKH�VXFFHVV�RI�WKH�
HYHQW��DQG�DOVR�LQ�VHHNLQJ�LPSURYHPHQW�IRU�
IXWXUH�HYHQWV��$�IHZ�RI�WKH�FRPPHQWV�OHIW�
WKURXJK�WKH�IHHGEDFN�IRUPV�DUH�SURYLGHG�
EHORZ��

•� 7KH�ZKROH�HYHQW�ZDV�YHU\�ZHOO�RUJDQL]HG�
DQG�IXOO\�DFFHVVLEOH�IRU�PH�Ī,�DP�GHDIī���

•� 7KLV�HYHQW�GLG�LQVWLOO�LQ�PH�D�GHVLUH�WR�
EHFRPH�PRUH�LQYROYHG�LQ�³SROLWLFDO´�OLIH��
,�KDYH�GHFLGHG�WR�YROXQWHHU�IRU�D�SROLWLFDO�
SDUW\��&RQJUDWXODWLRQV�RQ�LQLWLDWLQJ�WKLV�
HYHQW��

•� 7UHPHQGRXV�QHWZRUNLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV��
:RXOG�OLNH�WR�VD\�D�VSHFLDO�WKDQNV�WR�
.HYLQ�0XUSK\�DQG�0LNH�6DYDJH�IRU�
KRVWLQJ�ĥ�ZHOO�GRQH�JHQWOHPHQ�

•� 7KLV�HYHQW�VKRXOG�EH�Rɱ�HUHG�DJDLQ�LQ�D�
ODUJHU�VSDFH�DQG�RSHQ�WR�PRUH�SHRSOH���
6LJKWHG�JXLGHV�VKRXOG�EH�DYDLODEOH�ĬIRU�
YLVXDOO\�LPSDLUHG�SHUVRQVĭ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
PDNH�XV�IHHO�FRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�ZHOFRPHG�
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Next Steps

7KH�)RUXP���WHDP�LV�YHU\�NHHQ�WR�GHWHUPLQH�
QH[W�VWHSV���:RUN�KDV�DOUHDG\�EHJXQ�LQ�
UHVHDUFKLQJ�VLPLODU�LQLWLDWLYHV�LQ�RWKHU�
SDUWV�RI�WKH�ZRUOG���7KRVH�¿QGLQJV�ZLOO�EH�
FRPELQHG�ZLWK�WKH�¿QGLQJV�RI�WKH�)RUXP���
VHVVLRQV�RXWOLQHG�DERYH�WR�GUDIW�DQ�$FWLRQ�
3ODQ�IRU�HQDEOLQJ�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�WR�
SDUWLFLSDWH�LQ�SXEOLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�OLIH���7KH�
$FWLRQ�3ODQ�ZLOO�ZRUN�WRZDUGV�WKH�IROORZLQJ�
JRDOV�

•� ,GHQWLI\�DQG�HVWDEOLVK�WKH�EHVW�PHFKDQLVP�
IRU�RQJRLQJ�ZRUN�LQ�WKH�¿HOG

•� 'HYHORS�D�EXVLQHVV�SODQ�WR�EHJLQ�PRYLQJ�
IRUZDUG

•� 6HHN�IXQGLQJ�DQG�VSRQVRUVKLS�WR�DVVLVW�WKH�
ODXQFK�DQG�GHYHORSPHQW

•� (QJDJH�ORFDO�GLVDELOLW\�RUJDQL]DWLRQV�DQG��
QRQĥSDUWLVDQ�SROLWLFDO�JURXSV�WR�FRPPHQFH�
DGGUHVVLQJ�WKH�LVVXHV�LGHQWL¿HG

•� (QFRXUDJH�JRYHUQPHQW�WR�FUHDWH�SROLFLHV�
WR�VXSSRUW�SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�WR
HQJDJH�LQ�SXEOLF�DQG�SROLWLFDO�OLIH

•� (QJDJH�DOO�SROLWLFDO�SDUWLHV�LQ�FUHDWLQJ��
VXSSRUWLYH�SROLFLHV�DQG�IXQGLQJ�WR�VXSSRUW�
SHUVRQV�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�ZKR�ZLVK�WR�UXQ��
IRU�RɷFH

•� %HJLQ�SODQQLQJ�IRU�DQ�DQQXDO�)RUXP����
HYHQW

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�LGHQWL¿HG�EDUULHUV�DQG�SURSRVHG�
VROXWLRQV�LQ�WKH�IUDPHZRUN�FUHDWHG�E\�
)RUXP���SDUWLFLSDQWV��D�VHULHV�RI�QH[W�VWHSV�
VXJJHVW�WKHPVHOYHV���7KHVH�FDQ�EH�FRQVLGHUHG�
WRJHWKHU�WR�IRUP�DQ�$FWLRQ�3ODQ�WR�JURZ�
WKH�)RUP���LQLWLDWLYH���7KH�NH\��KRZHYHU��WR�
LPSOHPHQWLQJ�WKH�$FWLRQ�3ODQ�ZLOO�EH�WKH�
HVWDEOLVKPHQW�RI�DQ�RɷFH��DQ�RUJDQL]DWLRQ�RU�
VRPH�RWKHU�PHFKDQLVP�WR�UDLVH�IXQGV��RYHUVHH�
VHSDUDWH�SURMHFWV�DQG�JXLGH�WKHVH�DFWLYLWLHV�
WRJHWKHU�ZKLOH�SURYLGLQJ�DQ�DFFRXQWDELOLW\�
PHFKDQLVP�LQ�WKH�ORQJHU�WHUP���6RPH�VSHFL¿F�
QH[W�VWHSV�WKDW�FRQQHFW�WR�WKH�GLVFXVVLRQV�
KHOG�DW�)RUXP���DUH�DV�IROORZV��

ACCESSIBILITY

•� /DXQFK�ZHEVLWH�DQG�VRFLDO�PHGLD�SUHVHQFH��
IRU�)RUXP��

•� 6HHN�VWXGHQW�LQWHUQV�WR�DVVLVW�ZLWK�
PDQDJHPHQW�DQG�FRQWHQW�GHYHORSPHQW

FINANCES

•� 6HHN�DOO�SDUW\�VXSSRUW�LQ�1RYD�6FRWLD�WR��
ODXQFK�DQ�³$FFHVV�WR�WKH�SROLWLFDO�SURFHVV�
DQG�HOHFWHG�RɷFH�IXQG´

•� :RUN�ZLWK�(OHFWLRQV�1RYD�6FRWLD�DQG�WKH�
1RYD�6FRWLD�(OHFWLRQ�&RPPLVVLRQ�WR�
JHQHUDWH�LGHDV�DQG�GHYHORS�QHFHVVDU\
OHJLVODWLRQ

ATTITUDES

•� 6HHN�IXQGLQJ�DQG�VXSSRUW�WR�ODXQFK��
OHJLVODWLYH�LQWHUQ�DQG�SDJH�SURJUDP�

•� 3XEOLFL]H�)RUXP���UHSRUW�DQG�VHHN��
RSSRUWXQLWLHV�WR�GLDORJXH�ZLWK�UHOHYDQW�
DJHQFLHV�ĪIRU�H[DPSOH�WKH�8QLRQ�RI��
1RYD�6FRWLD�0XQLFLSDOLWLHVī

EDUCATION & COMMUNICATION

•� %XLOGLQJ�RQ�VXSSRUW�IURP�1RYD�6FRWLD��
XQLYHUVLW\�3UHVLGHQWV�DQG�VHHN�PHHWLQJV�WR�
GLVFXVV�ZD\V�WR�HQJDJH�ZLWK�3RVW�6HFRQGDU\�
(GXFDWLRQ�FRPPXQLW\�RQ�WKLV�LGHD��
LQFOXGLQJ��EXW�QRW�OLPLWHG�WR�UHVHDUFK

•� /DXQFK�D�FDPSDLJQ�VFKRRO�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�
HQJDJHPHQW�LQ�DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�SROLWLFDO�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ

POLICY & PEER SUPPORT

•� :RUN�ZLWK�DOO�SDUWLHV�WR�UHYLHZ�WKHLU��
FRQVWLWXWLRQV�DQG�E\ĥODZV�WR�LPSURYH��
LQFOXVLYH�SUDFWLFHV

•� 6HHN�PHHWLQJV�ZLWK�DOO�SDUW\�H[HFXWLYH��
FRPPLWWHHV�WR�GLVFXVV�ZD\V�WR�LQFUHDVH�
SDUWLFLSDWLRQ�RI�SHRSOH�ZLWK�GLVDELOLWLHV�LQ�
DOO�DVSHFWV�RI�WKH�SDUWLHV�ZRUN�DQG�DFWLYLWLHV
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Supporters

)RUXP���UHFHLYHG�DVWRXQGLQJ�DWWHQGDQFH��DV�ZHOO�DV�WKH�VXSSRUW�IURP�PDQ\�JRYHUQPHQW�DQG�
SROLWLFDO�RɷFLDOV��LQFOXGLQJ�

+RQ��6WHSKHQ�0F1HLO��3UHPLHU�RI�1RYD�6FRWLD
+RQ��-DPLH�%DLOOLH��/HDGHU�RI�WKH�2ɷFLDO�2SSRVLWLRQ
+RQ��0DXUHHQ�0DF'RQDOG��$FWLQJ�/HDGHU�RI�WKH�1HZ�'HPRFUDWLF�3DUW\
+RQ��/HQD�'LDE��$WWRUQH\�*HQHUDO�DQG�1RYD�6FRWLD�0LQLVWHU�RI�-XVWLFH
+RQ��7RQ\�,QFH��1RYD�6FRWLD�0LQLVWHU�RI�&RPPXQLWLHV��&XOWXUH�DQG�+HULWDJH
(GGLH�2UUHOO��0/$�IRU�1RUWKVLGHĥ:HVWPRXQW

1XPHURXV�([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRUV��0/$V��DQG�RWKHU�QRWDEOH�FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV�ZHUH�SUHVHQW��
:H�GHHSO\�DSSUHFLDWH�WKH�VXSSRUW�ZH�UHFHLYHG�IRU�WKH�¿UVW�\HDU�RI�WKH�)RUXP���HYHQW�

A special thanks to the Planning Committee, who made Forum29 a success:

+RQ��.HYLQ�0XUSK\��6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�1RYD�6FRWLD�+RXVH�RI�$VVHPEO\
.HOO\�&DQWHOR��/HJLVODWLYH�$VVLVWDQW�WR�WKH�6SHDNHU�RI�WKH�1RYD�6FRWLD�+RXVH�RI�$VVHPEO\
6WHSKDQLH�3URQN��%XVLQHVV�0DQDJHU��&RPPRQ�*RRG�6ROXWLRQV
6WHYHQ�(VWH\��&RQVXOWDQW��&RPPRQ�*RRG�6ROXWLRQV
$QQH�0DF5DH��([HFXWLYH�'LUHFWRU��1RYD�6FRWLD�'LVDEOHG�3HUVRQV�&RPPLVVLRQ
-LP�0DF,QQHV��/HJLVODWLYH�79��1RYD�6FRWLD�+RXVH�RI�$VVHPEO\
3HWHU�7KHULDXOW��&RRUGLQDWRU��1RYD�6FRWLD�+RXVH�RI�$VVHPEO\

A special thank you to the following persons who submitted short videos to share their stories as 

persons with disabilities who have experience in political life.

-XGLWK�(��+HXPDQQ��6SHFLDO�$GYLVRU�IRU�,QWHUQDWLRQDO�'LVDELOLW\�5LJKWV��8�6��'HSDUWPHQW�RI�6WDWH��:DVKLQJWRQ��'&
6WHSKDQLH�&DGLHX[��0/$�IRU�6XUUH\�Ħ�&ORYHUGDOH��6XUUH\��%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD��0LQLVWHU�RI�&KLOGUHQ�	�)DPLO\�
'HYHORSPHQW��%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD
0LFKHOOH�6WLOZHOO��0/$�IRU�3DUNVYLOOHĥ4XDOLFXP��3DUNVYLOOH��%ULWLVK�&ROXPELD

A very special thanks to the event sponsors: 

+RXVH�RI�$VVHPEO\
1RYD�6FRWLD
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ʨHHS�LQ�WRXFK�

ZZZ�IDFHERRN�FRP�)RUXP��16�

ZZZ�WZLWWHU�FRP�IRUXP��16�

ZZZ�IRUXP���FD

http://www.facebook.com/Forum29NS
http://www.twitter.com/forum29NS
http://www.forum29.ca
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